
 

New Paltz Programs 
Receive NYSDEC Grant 
Funding       By Laura Petit  
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On March 29th, 2016 the  New Paltz Recycling 

Center received $174,243 from the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conser-

vation for upgrades to its registered food 

waste composting site and the purchase of a 

horizontal grinder and trommel screen.  

Recycling Coordinator, Laura Petit who wrote 

and submitted the NYSDEC grant applications 

ǎŀƛŘΣ άCǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b¸{59/ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŘŜπ

velop and initiate programs that are being 

used to divert material away from landfills 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŀǊŜ άŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻǇέ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴπ

ics. Composting produces a valuable soil 

amendment that can lessen the use of syn-

thetic fertilizer and increases water retention 

especially in locations where soil erosion is an 

ƛǎǎǳŜΦ ά   

The Town and Village of New Paltz partnered 

with the EPA in 2011 as one of thirteen mu-

nicipalities nationally in a Zero Waste initia-

tive pilot program. One of the first programs 

developed was a source separated food 

waste composting facility that has processed 

over a thousand tons of food since 2012. 

New Paltz received an EPA Excellence Award 

in 2014 for its composting program. 

 
Acceptable Materials  

 
A Wearable clothing items from households, 

paired shoes, pocketbooks, draperies and 
household textiles, such as curtains, sheets, bed 
spreads, bed throws, towels of any size and pil-
lowcases. All articles shall be free from any wet-

ness, moisture, grease, mold, solvents or food 
waste. 

 
 

Unacceptable Materials  
Rugs, carpets, bed pillows, industrial uniforms, 

disposable clothing, hospital or medical gar-
ments or blankets, diapers (of any type). Also, 
do not include any industrial textiles such as 
tobacco cloth, painters drop cloths, theatrical 
curtains, textile waste, wiping rags and shop 

towels. 

Town of New Paltz ReUse and 
Recycling Center 

ReCLOTHE NY
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       ReUse and Recycling Center  
Public Outreach  

2016 Great  
Community Giveaway  

From May 11th through May 18th a dedicated group 
of volunteers collected items and clothing from fifteen 
SUNY New Paltz campus dorms and brought it to the 
New Paltz ReUse Center to be sorted by more volun-
teers.  6.9 tons of material was collected and diverted 
to not-for-profits and put out for the 2016 Annual 
Great Community Giveaway event under tents at the 
United Methodist Church on Grove Street in New 
Paltz on May 21st  and May 22nd .   
 
Five bags of garbage was pulled during the sorting 
process and one bag of plastic wrap/bags was dis-
carded after the giveaway event.  Volunteer were in-
structed to inspect items prior to taking them and one 
ƳƛŎǊƻǿŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ 
with scrap metal.  Several mini refrigerators  were also 
collected and will be used as pocket libraries once the 
freon has been removed by a qualified technician. 
 
Most of the material was collected Saturday, May 14th  
and Monday May 16th. Three students helped with 
three dorms on the 14th,; fourteen volunteers helped 
with campus cleanout, five volunteers helped sort at 
the ReUse Center and over fifteen volunteers worked 
on May 21st  through May 22nd  at the United Method-
ist Church. 
 
Thank you to everyone. Each year gets better and bet-
ter! We cannot do it without you. 
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New Paltz On the EPA  

 

The ReUse and Recycling Centerôs twitter account is 

npreusecenter or #NPRRC. Tweets will provide you with 

newsworthy updates about the ñgoing onsò at our site, up-

coming  workshops, blog posts, links to media hits, quotes 

from the media, and sustainable ideas/crafts. 

 

Be sure to follow us so you donôt miss out on any events or 

workshops. Upcoming is 8/13/16 Reading Park project and 

9/24/16 Clothing Swap. 

Tweetinõ & Blogginõ 

 
Special Thank You to Our Volunteers New 
Paltz has been recognized several times for its 
leading edge programs. All of these programs 
have been a success because of public support 
and the amazing volunteers that offer their 
time and experience. The perennial garden, 
the greenhouse, the ongoing clothing collec-
tions for more than ten charitable organiza-
tions and the evolving food recovery program 
all rely on our network of volunteers. Thank 
you to each and everyone of you!  

Laura Petit, Recycling Coordina-
tor for the Town of New Paltz 
ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŝƴπ
tire New Paltz community. 
Without volunteers, business 
partnerships and churches who 
support and help our Zero 
Waste efforts, none of the pro-
grams at the ReUse Center 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ  

Social Media  

The New Paltz ReUse and 

Recycling Center has 

been selected to receive 

the 2016 Environmental 

Champion Award from 

the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (EPA), 

Region II. Each year the 

EPA recognizes those 

who have demonstrated 

an outstanding commit-

ment to protecting and 

enhancing environ-

mental quality and public 

health.  The ceremony is 

on May 13th at 2pm at 

the EPA offices in New 

York City. 

The Environmental Cham-

pion Award is the highest 

recognition presented to 

the public by EPA. Award 

recipients come from all 

sectors of the community, 

including businesses, gov-

ernment, non-profit, envi-

ronmental and community 

groups. 

Town of New Paltz Recycling 

Coordinator, Laura Petit 

ǎŀƛŘ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

entire New Paltz commu-

nity. Without volunteers, 

business partnerships and 

churches who support and 

help our Zero Waste efforts, 

none of the programs at the 

ReUse Center would be pos-

ǎƛōƭŜΦέ {ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άL 

believe our zero waste pro-

gram will be a model for 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

https://twitter.com/search?q=npreusecenter&src=typd
https://www.facebook.com/HVMaterialsExchange
http://newpaltzreuse.blogspot.com/
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       ReUse and 

New Paltz is encouraging environmental stewardship 
by partnering with the Roost Art Gallery and New 
Paltz High School students to paint a mural on the 
ReUse Center.  The ReUse Center is a warehouse 
opened in 2011 for usable materials that were des-
tined to be landfilled.   
 
The mural depicts a dismal future if our natural re-
sources continue to be abused but there is a pilgrim-
age of people moving toward sustainability and a 
healthier environment. An unveiling of the mural is 
planned for Saturday, August 27th, 2016.  
 
Students have also partnered with the Maya Gold 
Foundation to create several sculptures out of re-
claimed items for the new ReUse Sculpture Park.  The 
mission of the Maya Gold Foundation is to empower 
youth to access their inner wisdom and realize their 
dreams. 
 

Photo by Lauren Thomas 

 
Town of New Paltz is seeking additional entries for 
the ReUse Sculpture Park. All artists and lovers of 
repurposing are welcome to submit a proposal with 
their artist idea for consideration to be permanently 
displayed at Clearwater Park off of Route 32 in New 
Paltz to promote reuse ! The Town of New Paltz Re-
Use Center is seeking entries for outdoor sculptures 
must be made of reused and/or reclaimed.   For 
more information go to www.newpaltzreuse.org; or 
call (845)255-8456  

Getting the Community Involved  

New Paltz students are a continuing resource for the New 

Paltz ReUse and Recycling program. 

Community & Campus Outreach  

http://www.newpaltzreuse.org/

